IRELAND'S DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE 


[Ussued by the Dail Eireann at the Mansion House 
in Dublin, Jan. 21, 1919.) 


Whereas the Irish People is by right a free people; and 
whereas for seven hundred years the Irish people h 

Ceased to repudiate and. has repeatedly protested in arms 
against foreign usurpation; 

‘And whereas English rule in this country is, and always 
has been, based upon force and fraud and maintained by mil 
tary occtipation against the declared wil of the peoples 

“and whereas the Irish Republic was proclaimed in Dublin 
on Easter Monday, 1916, by the Trish Republican Army, 
Acting on behalt of the Irish people: 

‘And whereas the Irish people is resolved to secure and 
maintain its complete Independence in order 0 promote the 
common weal, to re-establish. justice, to. provide for future 
Gefense, to insure peace at home and good will with al 
nations, and fo constitute @ National policy based upon che 
People's wil, with equal right and equal opportunity for every 
eikens 

‘And whereas at the threshold of a new era in history, the 
Irish electorate has in the General Election of December, 
1918, seized the first occasion to 6 
snajgity ts Be al 

jow, therefore, 
ancient ‘Irish peopl 
in'the name of the irish Nation, ratily the establishment of 
the Irish Republic and pledge ourselves and our people to 
Ike! this Declaration elective by every means at our com. 
mandi 

Do ordain the elected Representatives of the Irish people 
alone have power to. make laws binding on the people of 
Treland, and that the Irish Parliament is the only Parliament 
to which that people will give its allegiance. 

‘We solemnly declare foreign Government in Ireland to be 
an invasion of our National Right, which we will never toler- 
ite, and we demand the evacuation of our country by. the 
English garrison; 

fe claim for our National Independence the recognition 
and support of every Free Nation of the world, and we pro- 
Claim that Independence to be a condition precedent to inter- 
national peace hereatte 

Tn the name of the Irish people we humbly commit our 
destiny to Almighty God, who gave our fathers the courage 
and determination to persevere through centuries of a ruth- 
iess tyranny, and strong in the justice of the cause which 
they have handed down tous, we ask Hie divine blessing on 
thE the last stage of the stiagele which we have pledged 
ourtelves to carry through to Ereedom. 
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